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Classified  By:  Economic  Officer  Samantha  A.  Carl-Yoder  for  reasons  1.4 
(b  and  d) . 


Summary 


IQ.  (C)  The  Ministry  of  Health  (MOH)  on  July  9 confirmed 
Burma's  second  A/H1N1  case  — a 20-year  old  Burmese  man  who 
recently  returned  from  Bangkok.  The  man,  who  was  diagnosed 
on  July  9,  is  receiving  tamiflu  treatment  at  Wei  Bagi 
Infectious  Disease  Hospital  in  Rangoon.  The  MOH  is 
conducting  surveillance  on  relatives,  airport  staff,  and  the 
106  passengers  who  traveled  with  the  man  on  the  July  6 Thai 
Air  Asia  flight.  Ministry  of  Health  officials  surmise  there 
are  likely  more  cases  of  A/H1N1  in  Burma,  but  note  they  lack 
the  technology  necessary  to  conduct  substantive  sample  tests. 

USAID  will  be  seeking  approval  to  reprogram  H5N1  Pandemic 
Flu  funds  to  procure  through  WHO  the  necessary  technical 
equipment  for  rapid  detection  of  A/H1N1.  End  Summary. 

Another  A/H1N1  Case  Confirmed 


T2 . (SBU)  According  to  WHO  Acting  Representative  Dr.  Hans 
Kluge,  the  Ministry  of  Health  (MOH)  confirmed  Burma's  second 
A/H1N1  case  on  July  9.  Local  media  outlet  MRTV  conveyed  the 
news  during  its  July  9 evening  report  and  the  state-run  New 
Light  of  Myanmar  published  a short  article  on  the  first  page 
of  the  July  10  paper.  The  patient,  a 20-year  old  Burmese  man 
who  traveled  to  Rangoon  from  Bangkok  on  the  July  6 Thai  Air 
Asia  flight,  did  not  demonstrate  symptoms  upon  arrival  in 


Rangoon.  Kluge  confirmed  that  the  patient  exhibited 
influenza-like  symptoms  on  July  7 and  voluntarily  sought 
treatment  at  Wei  Bagi  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  in  Rangoon. 

The  MOH  National  Influenza  Reference  Lab,  using  a 
conventional  Polymerase  Chain  Reaction  (PCR)  Thermal  Cycler 
machine,  conducted  A/H1N1  testing  and  confirmed  a positive 
case  on  July  9 . 

1.3.  (SBU)  According  to  Dr.  Kluge,  the  man  remains  under 
treatment  at  Wei  Bagi  Hospital.  The  MOH  is  currently 
conducting  surveillance  on  the  man's  relatives,  airport 
staff,  and  the  106  passengers  who  traveled  with  him  on  the 
Thai  Airways  flight. 

Update  on  the  First  Case 


1.4.  (SBU)  Dr.  Kluge  confirmed  that  the  13-year  old  girl  who 
tested  positive  for  A/H1N1  in  late  June  (Reftel)  was  released 
from  Yangon  General  Hospital  on  July  8.  After  five  days  of 
tamiflu  treatment,  she  has  recovered  and  is  in  good  spirits. 
According  to  the  MOH,  there  is  no  indication  of  any 
human-to-human  A/H1N1  transmission  here  as  yet. 

More  Cases  in  Burma? 


15.  (C)  Dr.  Khin  Yi  Oo  (PROTECT),  National  Influenza  Center 

staff,  diagnosed  the  first  A/H1N1  case  in  Burma.  It  was 
serendipity.  She  heard  the  coughs  of  her  student  who  had 
just  returned  from  Singapore.  (The  Doctor  tutors  to 
supplement  her  meager  civil  service  income.)  Dr.  Khin  Yi  Oo 
told  us  there  are  likely  more  cases  of  A/H1N1  in  Burma,  but 
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the  MOH  lacks  the  diagnostic  capacity  to  quickly  test 
samples.  So  far,  the  National  Influenza  Laboratory  has  made 
due  with  its  conventional  PCR  machine,  which  takes  up  to  16 
hours  to  test  a sample.  Dr.  Khin  Yi  Oo  observed  that  should 
Burma  experience  a major  outbreak  of  A/H1N1,  the  National 
Laboratory  will  be  unable  to  handle  the  caseload.  To  date, 
the  laboratory  has  tested  less  than  50  samples,  due  to  time 
constraints  and  difficulties  obtaining  samples  from  different 
hospitals  and  clinics. 

16.  (C)  WHO  Epidemiologist  Silvia  Garelli  reiterated  WHO's 

request  for  assistance  in  procuring  a Real  Time  PCR  (RT-PCR) . 

She  noted  that  although  the  Singapore  Government  initially 
indicated  it  would  procure  a machine  for  the  MOH,  it  has  yet 
to  do  so.  USAID  has  agreed  to  consider  reprogramming  some  of 
its  H5N1  Pandemic  Flu  monies  to  procure  an  RT-PCR,  as  well  as 
train  lab  technicians  on  proper  use.  Any  reprogramming  would 
be  contingent  upon  MOH  providing  USG  officials  with  access  to 
the  National  Influenza  Laboratory  for  monitoring  and 
evaluation . 


DINGER 


